The home-cage social interaction test: < )
an innovative ethological approach for measuring social behavior
in laboratory rats and the role of sex steroid hormones
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1. To compare the sex-specific social behavior of adult Wistar rats using home cage systems )
(PhenoTypers) and standard tests (outside of home cages).
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2. To assess the effect of gonadectomy and, consequently, hormone replacement therapy on the social
| behavior of female and male rats in the home-cage system. 4

Standard tests for measuring sociability in laboratory rodents
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Testing of animals in familiar environment
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